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WINTER· 1964

NEW FUTURE FOR ISLANDS
By Standish K. Bachman
Commissioner of Economic Development

HELP FOR CASCO BAY ISLANDS

Vincent Dahlfred

By Charles Ranlett

Those who have had the privilege of
meeting the City's new Business and Industrial Development Director, Vincent
R. Dahlfred, have reason to believe
there is new hope for Portland - and
that the hope will embrace the Casco
Bay Islands.
A six-foot-four, genial New Hampshirite, he seems firmly set on his new
assignment of selling Portland, both to
Portland itself which is the first step,
and to many outsiders.
That industrial and business interests
will also include the vacation and recreation industry for which Portland and the Islands - offer so much undeveloped resource seems assured.
Mr. Dahlfred met with the Steering
Committee of the IDA and plans to continue to meet as the advisor we have so
long needed. Although he has not yet
had the opportunity to visit the islands
(he assumed his post in November) it
can be predicted that when he gets here
his observations will be with a fresh and
sincere interest. That he has the City's
blessing in working with us is evidenced
by the following comment from a recent
letter to the IDA from City Council
chairman J. Weston vValch:
. . . . "The Islands are certainly one of
Portland's major resources, and I know
the Council is more than willing to cooperate with the Island Development
Association in making them an asset
rather than a liability to the City.
"In answer to your request for help
and suggestions in such a program, I
think the City may now be in a position
to offer more than it has in the past. As
you know, we created the new position
of Director of Business and Industrial
Development last year .... 'While it is
still too early to say in detail what his
(Mr. Dahlfred) program will be, it is a
safe statement that development of the
Casco Bay Islands will certainly have a
place in it."
Casco Bay thus welcomes an important new friend.

Peaks I sland property owners will experience reductions in fire insurance
rates averaging close to 10% thanks to
an improvement in the Island's fire insurance classification. According to the
New England Fire Insurance Rating
Association, the classification for specifically rated property has been changed
from 7th class to 6th class and for dwelling minimum rates from Grade D to
Grade C. The Rating Association attributes the changes "to an overall improvement in the fire protection facilities, particularly with reference to the water
supply, fire department, and fire alarm
system."
Special items appearing in the 1964
Municipal Budget as recommended by
the City Manager include several of interest to Islanders. Pending final review
by City Council, these include the purchase of a small riding tractor with
mower bar to be usPd on roadside weed
1 ,980), the instalcutting at Cliff I ,
lation of a heatin.~ ~,
• for the Long
Island garage ($300), '"'pair of Great
Diamond foot bridge and widening of
main streets ($2000), and semi-monthly
rubbish removal from May 15 to September 15 on Great Diamond Island .
(Continued on Page 2)

What John F. Kennedy left us
most of all was an attitude. To put
it in the simplest terms, he looked
ahead. He knew no more than anyone else what the future was going
to be like, but he did know t!Mt
that was where we 01Lght to be looking. Only to a limited extent are we
prisoners of the past. The future
sets us free. It is our escape hatch.
We can shape it to our liking, and
we !tad better strut thinking about
how we would like it·.
By Bruce Catton, from his [n.
trocl11ction to FOUR DAYS
distributed through the Portland Sunday Telegram.

"Of all the earth's surfaces, islands
are the aristocrats."
This adage seems to summarize the
varied feelings man has had about the
earth's water-bound land bodies. Islands
are truly aristocratic - in their splendor and majesty, and, at times, their
austerity.
The author of that adage might very
well have been looking out across the
waters of Casco Bay as he uttered the
phrase. For the islands that dot the Bay
from Cape Elizabeth to Harpswell are
indeed aristocrats.
Today, however, they are acquiring a
new purpose. They are now enjoyed by
an increasingly large portion of vacationing America.
Although we have no crystal ball to
forecast the future, -I believe it is safe
to say that the islands' greatest hope for
economic growth lies with the tourists.
Of course, to insure any growth one
must work for it, for I am sure you are
mindful of the great competition that
exists in the vacation-travel industry.
You Casco Bay islanders must compete
first with doze·ns of other states. Then
you must compe(e. with your neighbors
on the mainland ahd with the other offshore islands further along the coast.
You haYe, however, already taken
certain steps in this direction. Through
your efforts to obtain improved boat
services to the islands you have improved accessibility for the tourist. Your
promotional campa igns are effective. As
a matter of fact, this very publication
(Nor' By East) provides an excellent
media through which to get the message out to the tourists.
The entire State is on the threshol<l
of what could very well be the most productive years the tourist industry has
had in :Maine. During 1964 and 1965
the New York \Vorld's Fair will be
bringing to the c:ist co:ist millions of
Americans who h:l\'e ncYcr bcCore been
so close to New Eng'land. 1t will be
natural for them to ,rant to continue on
through the six-st:ite region.
This, I b<:lic,c, holds promise for a
subst:intial intrcase in tourism for
l\faine. The islands of Casco Bay with
their many attra(·tions h:1\'C the potential for sharing- in this increase. Tt) ensure that you will, be certain to nmtinuc
your efforts to promote them.
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Editorial
REFLECTIONS ON
RESPONSIBILITY
Two months ago a young American
of high moral character and great poten·
tial was assassinated on the streets of a
large, modern, American city. The presi·
dent of these United States was elected
in a free democratic election by the ex·
press will of the majority. Following the
shock of his death we all asked our·
sehes and others, why?. \Vhy this crim·
inal ,\·aste of such a promising young
life? \\"hy was a family bereft of hus·
band and father, and a great nation of
its leader?
This is, ,\·e belieYe, a rhetorical ques·
tion because eYery reasoning American
knows the answer in his heart. The sim·
pie answer is hate, combined with a
growing spirit of "no judge and no
judgement". We find this hatred to be
racial, religious and political .. . a por·
trayal of too high a percentage of our
population.
Can we the people of the United
States change the dark shades of this
picture? The answer is yes indeed. The
people of the United States in every
communitv however small are the artists.
Let us with the help of Almighty God
paint a new scene over the old_ cam·_as.
""ith broad strokes of love we will parnt
a national scene of tolerance, under·
standing and genuine respect for every
man's cherished beliefs, racial pride and
traditions. \\'e can begin by extending
fellowship to our neighbors today. "No
man is an Island unto himself, but each
is part of the other and all are members
of the whole." This old saying is very
true of our Islands. The Bay Islands are
not isolated little worlds unto themselves,
but integral members of our nation and
our generation. T herefore, we must cooperate with each other on every proj ·
ect for the common good of all. May we
seek no pride in childish dissension but
find joy in productive and harmonious
endeavor. \Vith these thoughts in mind
and in the spirit of the Carpenter of
t\ azareth, let us build an Inter-Island
Community we shall be proud to call
"home".
R obert Burton
Pastor, Brackett Memorial Church
Peaks Island

WORLD'S FAIR IMPACT
WILL BE FELT IN CASCO BAY
Arise and get ready! There'll be a lot
of extra company in Casco Bay this sum·
mer.
Already tours are being booked from
the " 'oriel's Fair for this area. As an
example on August I 4, 174 families from
a California Naval Base are scheduled
to tour the Bay.
The Grey Lines Bus Company with
which the Casco Bay Lines is affiliated
is already geared to the big travel push
which will find Washington, D. C., Bos·
ton, Mass., and Portland, Maine the
three most popular cities .
Since the ·world's Fair seldom is this
close to Portland a goodly overflow of
visitors can ·well be expected.
t\or' by East welcomes suggestions
from readers on ways of preparing for
\Vorld's Fair Visitors likely to discover
the islands.

City Hall Reports
(Continued from Page I)

The antiquated fire trailer on Great
Diamond Island is being replaced by a
new trailer. Equipped with hose, a 24
ft. extension ladder and a 12 ft. roof
ladder, and other necessary fire.fighting
equipment, this will be hauled by jeep.
Lawrence Rich, a member of the Pub·
lie \'\'orks Department force on Long
Island for the past nine years, died on
December 13, 1963. The vacancy has
been filled with the appointment of
Ronald \.Vood.
Missing from Portland's Commercial
Street will be many of the jounces which
long have been a hallmark of this island
gateway. Paved in the fa ll of 1963 has
been a major section, from India Street
westerly to Moulton Street. This in·
eludes the section opposite the Customs
House and the island piers, according
to present scheduling. The roadway
running westerly from Moulton to High
will be tackled during 1964.
Casco Bay's "angel of mercy", the
Portland Fireboat, made nearly 100
emergency runs to Portland islands
during J 963 to carry the injured and
sick to mainland hospitals. The stub·
nosed craft was dispatched 96 times on
runs needed between scheduled trips of
the regular boat service. Eighty·one of
the runs were to Peaks. The boat scur·
ried to Long I sland ten times and to
the other islands five times.
At this writing, vacancies in the City
Service include Public H ealth Nursing
D ire ct or, Graduate Nurse (Public
H ealth), Planning Director, Traffic En·
gineer, Civil Engineer I (Public Works),
Deputy Building Inspection Director,
and Public H ealth Sanitation Engineer.
Other vacancies occur from time to time.
J welcome general or specific inquiries
about employment opportunities with
the City of Portland, especially if such
inquiry might lead to bringing a well
qualified candidate to the City Service
and at the same time a year·round res·
ident to "down the bay". Inquiries
should be addressed to me, Charles Ran·
lett, Personnel Director, City Hall, Port·
land, Maine.

Father Crozier

SEA-GOING PRIEST
Comfort after sadness has come to the
Casco Bay area with the appointment
of the Rev. John F. Crozier as Pastor
of St. Christopher's Catholic Church
which followed the sudden passing of
the Rev. John Minnehan last summer.
Father Crozier, along with the heal·
ing influence of time, has already done
much to fill the void of a popular and
beloved priest who had to leave us.
Father Crozier is intensely interested in
the welfare of the community of Islands
and he has initiated several new programs for both youth and adults which
are stimulating healthy new activity.
Of special interest is Father Crozier's
natural love of the sea around us in
which he is an independent navigator
of a 20 foot twin·engine ·white Lapstreak boat, sometimes carrying a crew
of nine!
Father Crozier praises the island
people for their n a tu r a I qualities.
"Something has been retained here
which is precious in the world," he says,
"the sincere honesty of people."
Portland born, Father Crozier came
to us from St. Joseph's in Lewiston, the
oldest parish in this part of Maine.
THE FISHING FLEET
Past Pumpkin Knob and the Diamonds
The boats come up the Bay,
Lobstermen, and the seiners,
In flying spray.
Engine and plunging bow
Fighting blue wave,
Rounding the channel buoy
·with a neat shave.
Above the boats white clouds
Of wheeling gulls
Following in from sea
The fish.filled hulls;
Over the silver treasure
In a white plume
Wings that shuttle and slide
Like threads in a loom.
It's hunger that urges the gulls
T o their escort duty;
But it's little a gull's eye knows
Of the scene of beauty
When the fishing fleet come in
From up the coast and down,
And the circling gulls of Casco Bay
Follow the fish to town.
From Down·East Jottings
by Charles W. Kennedy
Princeton, New Jersey
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REFLECTIONS ON RETIREMENT
ON CHEBEAGUE ISLAND
Three years ago, Jan and Marion
Friis retired to take up year-round residence· on Chebeague Island after twenty
years of a somewhat hectic life on the
campus of Tufts University in Medford, Massachusetts. ·while both of them
enjoy participation in community affairs
involving both social and educational
activities, they have discovered an outlet for their enthusiasm and energies in
a much more relaxed environment here
on Chebeague.
T he Friises are by no means newcomers to Chebeague. In 1898, at the
age of three, Marion first came with her
family to spend the summer at the Old
Hillcrest Hotel. Since that firs t visit she
has spent every summer on the Island.
Jan first came to Casco Bay in 1915 as
a laboratory technician at the l\Iaine
Biological Laboratory at South Harpswell, which at that time was operated
under the sponsorship of several universities, i n c 1 u cling Tufts, Princeton,
Chicago, and Illinois.
For twenty years before retiring. .Jan
was Director of Maintenance and Planning Engineer in charge of the entire
physical plant at Tufts University. Both
Marion and Jan graduated from Tufts
in the class of 1917, while Marion is also
a graduate of the Bouve School of Physical Education in Boston.
For many years the Friises operated
"West Winds," a sailing camp for girls
on Chebeague Island. The camping
facilities are now used as an Outpost
Camp by several private camps. Each
summer the Girl Scouts of Chebeague
and Cliff Islands enjoy the use of the
camping facilities at West Winds.
Chebeague Island has more than lived
up to their expectations as an ideal
place for retirement.
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CHEBEAGUE NEWS
by R ay Hayward
CHEBEAGUE ISLANDERS
STUNNED BY REFERENDUM VOTE
The year-round and summer residents
of Chebeague Island are slowly recovering from the shock received from the
outcome of the State-wide referendum
on November 5th on the Bridge Bill.
Confident that their seven-year campaign inrnl\'ing tremendous effort and
a considerable financial sacrifice, was to
be finally crowned by success, they find
it difficult to realize that the voters .of
the State had turned down the Bridge
Project as unfeasible.
It seems fairly obvious that in spite
of assurances of sympathetic support
from over 50,000 registered voters from
all sections of the State during the campaign for signatures to the Bill for a
referendum, that a great many either
didn't bother to vote on the issue or
were unduly influenced by the publicity
tactics employed by the l\faine Good
Roads Association in an effort to defeat
the Bill.
The issue is by no means dead.

=

the bulldog wins
because he hangs on

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
SPONSORED BY THE
CHEBEAGUE ISLAND GRANGE
Beginning· with the mon th of Januarv, 196-!, a monthh· calendar of social
anct' other e\·encs of general interest ,rill
be mailed to e,·en · famih· on the Island.
The main purpose of this project is
to acquaint all Island residents "·ith
what is going on day by day and to he lp
in eliminating the chance of conllicts
resulting from the scheduling of CYents
of general interest on the same date.
The monthly expense for paper stock
and postage is met by contributions of
a maximum of one dollar per month
from the Grange and other organizations on the Island, including the Chebeague Island Council, the Ladies ..\id.
the l\fethodist Church, the Volunteer
Fire Department, the P. T ...\., the Gun
Club, and the Girl Scoucs.
An attractiYe co,·er design has been
prepared by :\!rs. Flonl Hamilton. and
the stencili ng and mimeographing of
the Calendar each month is being done
by :\frs. Rodney Hamilton, Secretary of
the Chebeague Island Council.
In addition to listing some thirty
e\·ents each month, the Ca lendar provides space for further details about any
special eYents.
During the summer months. 1t 1s anticipated that the mailing list ,rill be
increased from eighty to between t\\·o
and three hundred.

HAROLD J. TODD
General Contractor and Builder

,./)

TO BUILD UP YOUR ISLAND
TRADE IN YOUR LOCAL AREA.

~ou bon't get bin!'
boing a goob turn

Chebeague Island -

846-4090

,./)

ISLAND MARKET
CHEBEAGUE ISLAND, MAINE

CHEBEAGUE ISLAND
2 -

YEAR ROUND HOMES -

FOR SALE

Owner moved away. OFFER WANTED. 6 rooms,
bath, oil heal, Artesian well.
INCOME PROPERTY:

6 rooms, bath on first floor; 2 furnished apartments of 3 rooms each, bath on second floor.
Garage, nice view of the Bay.

CLAYTON H. HAMILTON
REAL ESTATE BROKER

86 Dartmouth Street, Portland, Maine
Tel. 773-4264

Compliments of

BENNETT'S VARIETY STORE
Firehouse Road, Chebeague Island

846-4238

SHERMAN R. JOHNSON
CHEBEAGUE
846-5258
Well Pumps - Sales and Service
for Burks and Deming

ISLAND VIEW HOUSE, Chebeague
Season, May 30 to September 30
Write for Brochure
Te l. 846-4059

RIDDLE'S MARKET & SNACK BAR
CHEBEAGUE ISLAND FULL LINE OF GROCERIES -

846-9962
FREE DELIVERY

Open Dai ly:
Weekdays 8 :30 to 6, Sunday 3 to 6
Also Mon ., Wed . and Fri. Evenings

Complete Line of
Groceries - Meats
Ice Cream - Beverages
Take-Out Orders - Free Delivery
Open 25 Hours Daily and Sundays

HAROLD CLEAVES
General Contractor and Builder
Chebe.,gue Island

846-4049

CHEBEAGUE ISLAND

Boat Service
Boats Hauled and Repaired
Engines Installed
ALDEN BREWER
846-4041

CONTRACTING
AND BUILDING
CHEBEAGUE ISLAND
Lewis Ross
846-4080

PHILIP A. SEABURY

Chebeague Island, Maine

NOR' BY EAST
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WHERE WE STAND

CLIFF ISLAND SCHOOL

The Island Development Association
exists to further the welfare of the Casco
Bay Islands, and to promote and advance development.
Since 1958 the I DA has worked toward the above objectives in the following accomplishments:
• The publication of Nor' by East the only Bay-wide periodical which
reaches both year-round and summer property owners. Through dues
and advertising the IDA has expended over $7000 for printing and
distribution of this paper.
• Through its Editorial Board and
Steering Committee the IDA provides an action program in which
all islands can participate.
• The IDA has initiated the following special events:

Cliff Island School is an interesting
one room school located centrally with
the bay on one side and the pine forest
behind it.
Several generations have received an
elementary education in it and therefore
hold varied and precious memories of
days spent ·within its four walls.
I've found it a delightful and peaceful place to be. One needs to be rugged'
to live and teach here but always someone comes to one's aid if in need.
The fresh air from Casco Bay and the
spicy scent from the balsam and fir trees
are so different from the smoke inhaled
from buses, trains, and factories found
in many city schools.
At present, the school attendance is
smaller than that of past times; but it
will steadily increase from now on.
Due to the small number of pupils
each child is given individual attention
and so gets a good preparation for high
school.
It is rather unusual to find the latest
edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica,
Webster's New Twentieth Century
Unabridged Dictionary, and the International Standard Atlas of the World.
These and other reference books are
frequently used by high school students.
Being part of the Portland School
System there are all the school supplies
used by the city schools.
The Mothers' Club presented the
school with a portable RCA Victor TV
this fall. There is a good radio, a record
player, and many good records.
Having had a telephone the past two
years has made it much easier for Mr.
Halla and the teacher to keep things
running smoothly.
Mrs. Pettengill and her son keep the
school in spotless condition.
A hot air oil burner has replaced the
pot bellied stove; hot and cold running
water and a drinking fountain is used
instead of the water cooler and bucket;
and up-to-date boys' and girls' rooms replace the outdoor conveniences.
The children are courteous, friendly,
mostly eager to learn, resourceful, and
have a great power of concentration.
I'm still amazed at the steady progress
and happy dispositions of the high
school students who leave daily, in all
kinds of weather, on the 6:30 A.M. boat
and return about 4:30 P.M. Generally
they have at least a two hour study
period at home, too. Several have been
on the honor roll.
In all my many years of teaching and
training student teachers in New Jersey,
l 've found no more challenging nor encouraging experiences than here in this
little one room school.
I n June, I shall leave my happy little
group and the peaceful beautiful island,
due to Portland's new retirement rule. I
sincerely trust my new teaching position
will offer me as good, challenging, useful, and enjoyable time.
(Miss) Mary L. Messinger
Teaching Principal

An annual clean-up and beautification
driYe.
An annual Casco Bay Day in cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce.
An annual Art Exhibit jointly sponsored
by the City.
A surYey of island needs through questionnaire.
A Town-hall meeting with City officials.
An International ,¥eekend.
An annual Island Queen contest.
A Sunshine Committee for senior citizens.
An open house program for newcomers.

• On issues affecting the facilities of
the Islands, the IDA has acted on
the following:
Supported the Chebeague Island Bridge
effort.
Endorsed the report of the Legislative
Study Committee.
Supported the need for a car-ferry slip at
l'eaks.
Assumed responsibility for construction
of a shelter. (Peaks)
Influenced the establishment of a City
picnic area (Peaks)
,1/orked for erection of three fences on
Peaks
Substantially assisted in restoration of the
historic Fifth Maine Regiment building on Peaks.

Follette

Rand

STEERING COMMITTEE
SETS COURSE
Two sub-committee chairmen were
appointed at a recent meeting of the
Steering Committee of the Casco Bay
Island Development Association, Inc.,
Theodore Rand of Little .,Diamond Island will head a committee to study the
land which is available and suitable for
building purposes, and to form a central information service about such land
on all of the Casco Bay Islands. He will
work closely with the Portland Planning
Board staff which is currently doing a
land survey of the islands.
,
Robert Follette of Chebeague Island
has been named chairman of advertising
for the area and he will work with the
Greater Portland Chamber of Commerce to plan an advertising program
for spring and summer in cooperation
with groups and business interests on
the islands.
The Steering Committee voted to
work toward welcoming private boaters
to come ashore on the various islands,
and to provide an atmosphere of hospitality and information which would
help boating enthusiasts to feel welcome.

• On ways of attracting new property
owners the IDA has:
Distributed Nor' by East through the
Maine Publicity Bureau, Chamber of
Commerce, and a growing mailing list.
Arranged publicity for the Bay in the
Boston H erald.
Arranged a Yariety o( radio a nd T V p rograms.
Largely responsible for a colored brochu re o n Peaks.
Worked with the 0 1amber of Commerce
in arrangemen ts for a press tour and
preparation of a press kit.

• As a continuing arrangement the
IDA has been designated as the
liaison group between the City and
al_l Bay islands. The IDA president,
Mr. \,Vinthrop K. Deane, is serving
on PACE - the City's new planning committee - at the invitation
of the City Council.
For the first time a coordinator of
Jsland Affairs, has been appointed
by City Manager Graham H . Watt.
Charles Ranleu of the City Hall
slaff, is proving to be most helpful
in all kinds of island mallers.
This program is only a small part of
the many lhi11g-s which can be accompli~IH.;d through an orderly and construnin: approach to city and state offie iak The greatest need of all, is full

A Soda - A Sandwich - A Suppe r
ROGER'S SPA, long Isl and
FRIED CLAMS TO GO
Sundries and Groceries

For Transportation
766-2554
John and Mary Justice

ISLANDS CONTRIBUTE
GENEROUSLY TO UNITED FUND
Total collections for the United Fund
from Chebeague, Long, Peaks and Cliff
Islands came to $922 this year according to the United Fund headquarters.
This is a gain of $154 over last year.
Every island exceeded its previous collections.
cooperation and good will with increased participation of all residents on
all islands. Together we can go far.
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NEWCOMERS AND OLDTIMERS MIX IT UP

THIS IS THE YEAR OF
THE ABENAKI

Let's Boost the New Boat!

AT
WINTER

PARTY

ON
PEAKS

Top left, Winthrop K. Deane welcomes new year round residents Captain (rel.) and Mrs. Thomas L.
Curtis; Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Belcher, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Delaney.
Right, "Auntie" Powers (Mrs. Frank) does the fancy at the newcomers party. In background other long
timer islanders Mr. and Mrs. A . John Shute and Mrs. Louise Brackett.
Center1 left, winter scene from the Avenue House.

Ri9ht, Ansel Sterling with 9randdau9hter Holly, celebrate first w inter in beautifully remodeled homestead.
lower left, Newcomers Belchers (from Ipswich, Mass.) watch as Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Haines put another
log on the fire.
Lower ri9ht, holiday decorated Homestead of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Files.
Photos by Leon Clough
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AMERICAN
ALUMINUM PRODUCTS
Established 1947

Alcoa Aluminum Clapboards
CERAMO SIDEWA LL SHINGLES

Aluminum Combination Doors
•ndWindows
No money down - Time payments
FRANK H. FINNERTY - Peaks Island
766-4495 or 773-7431

ROLAND HOAR
Peaks Island

766-2864

PEAKS ISLAND GARAGE
MOBIL HEAT
and

M OBIL KEROSENE
Del ivered

WEBBER'S STORE
Trefethen, Peaks Island
EVERYTHIN G IN FOODS
Deliveries
766-2902
Serving Peaks Since 1902

LET US SERVIC E YOU

KE'r STONE ODORLESS PAINTS
A . D. Paints
PA INTI NG SUPPLIES

WEBBER'S STORE
Peaks Island

WHITTON'S GAS SERVICE
Bottled Gas

Mobil Oils

SERVI NG CASCO BAY ISLANDS

766-2722 - Peaks Island, Maine
M odern Gas Ser vice and Appliances
"Anvwhere"

L. A. LAROCHELLE, INC.
M EN'S W EAR

SHO ES

204 Commercial Street
Portland, Maine

KEEP WARM
But don't make us visit you!

VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY
LONG ISLAND

E. E. CLARKE
GROCERIES

.LONG ISLAND
766-2512
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PEAKS SCHOOL HAS 132 YEAR HISTORY!
By Frances P. R andall
Before considering the present Peaks
Island School, with its lovely n ew build·
ings and modern educational facilities,
as it is at the present time, let us go back
in fancy to the year 1832, when the first
school building, as such, was erected.
The first school was built by Island
people, who cut the lumber and did the
work themselves. The City of Portland
gave $200 toward the building and
equipment.
Located in the central part of the
island it served as a school until 1870,
after which it became Island Hall, well
remembered by most of us. It was dismantled in 1959.
According to papers left by Mrs. William Jones, wife of the builder, owner
and proprietor of the old Union House,
school earlier had been kept in a room
at the present Harry Files home on Island Avenue.
Many anecdotes could be t0ld about
this era in the schools' history, but for
the sake of brevity, it is necessary to
leave the history of the original school,
and proceed to the year 1869.
It was in that year that the City of
Portland built the brick school at the
present location on Island, Church and
Pleasant Avenues. Built as a four room
structure, only two rooms were finished
as classrooms, leaving two rooms for expansion when needed.
Ambrose V. Ackley, a graduate of
Bowdoin College, was the first principal
of the new school, remaining until 1893.
He married one of his former students,
Miss Mary Skillings. They were the parents of the late Ethel M. Ackley and
Mrs. \Valter B. Sterling, and two sons,
Adrian and E. Preble Ackley.
In 1893, Miss Ada Curtis, sister of
Oakley Curtis, mayor of Portland at that
time, became principal for two years.
In J895, Miss Agnes Morrell became
principal, remaining until 1914. Sometime prior to this date, a third classroom
had been finished. In 1915, sanitary
facilities were installed in the building,
replacing the small brick b u i I d i n g
behind the school. A high board fence
separated the boys' half of the building
from the girls' side. The nature of the
building was such as to discourage loitering on cold wintry days.
Miss Morrell maintained discipline
with an iron hand. In those days, if
small Mary or big Johnny were given
a rosy complexion on posterior area, he
could well plan on getting another
treatment from Ma or Pa when they got
home. No discipline problem then.
At 2:22 A.M. on April 25, 1921, a fire
started at the school, partially destroy·
ing the building, which was valued at
$13,000, and which was only insured for
$8,000.
The older students attended school at
the Peaks Island House, while the
younger ones attended classes at Island
Hall until the building was repaired
later that fall.

Miss Ethel M. Frost succeeded Miss
Morrell as principal. Along with Miss
Trulette Poore Parsons and Miss Laura
E. Parker, the three remained until
1937. Miss Parker is the only one of the
trio now living.
In 1947, a new addition was built at
a cost of $56,000. This was constructed
as a two classroom building, the rooms
separated by a folding wall, to permit
use of the two rooms as an auditorium.
The building was named Parsons Hall,
in memory of Miss Parsons, who was
loved by all who knew her. In 1958, the
largest and most modern building was
added, at a cost of $ I05,000.00, comprised of a gymnasium, two classrooms,
teacher's room, utility room and principal's office.
The scholastic rating of the school has
always been high, numbering among its
graduates many distinguished people
such as Miss Jessie B. Trefethen, Associate Director Emeritus of Fine Arts,
Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, where
she taught for 21 years; Hon. George
Sterling, retired, former Federal Communications Commissioner, author of
two college text books; and Charles
Blackman, retired Professor of Animal
Husbandry at Ohio State Univ., who
was sent by U. S. Gov·t. to teach at La
Paz, Bolivia for two years. It would be
close to impossible to correctly enumerate the successful and outstanding
careers of Peaks Island School graduates.
Sufficient to say that the school has an
excellent record.
l\Iany teachers haYe been graduates of
the school, such as the Misses Beatrice
H. Thompson and Virginia L. Brackett,
graduates of Gorham State Teacher·s
College and who returned to the school
as teachers for 26 and 24 years respectiYely, retiring in '61 and ·62.
As compared to one lone teacher in
1832, the present faculty has eight
teachers and an ambitious scholastic
program, which includes French, social
studies, science and mathematics for
fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grade
pupils, as well as the standard subjects.
The faculty consists of Principal Leroy
Ahlquist, Mrs. £yeJyn Ahlquist, Joseph
Richards, Francis Lucey, Arthur Bannister, Lucille Sullivan, Lucy E. Hill
and Elsie Fournier.
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GEMS FROM THE DIAMONDS
By M aureen Mulkern

OVER THE SAND BAR
WITH THE CARRS!
Kay and Danny Carr ar e two names
that are liter ally household words on
Little and Great Diam ond Islands. A[.r
proximately twenty odd years ago a
neighbor asked Kay to pick up a bottle
of milk for her from the grocers' and
from that incident, Kay and D anny's
Summer occupations, like Topsy, just
_ __ __ _ __ L_it_tl.e...--D_ia_m_o_nd_e_rs_ _ __ _
"growed". Now Kay and D anny supply
Summer Resident Jane Hobbs Columnist Maureen Mulkern many a bottle of milk, daily and SunSenior at South Port land High Senior at Cathedral High
day papers, move furniture, mow lawns,
or you name it: they supply it. Many a
~ -- - - -- - - -- - - -----,, Little Diamond Islander has awakened
early on a Sunday morning to find that
STATE DRUG STORE
Danny has already been there and gone.
603 Cong ress St., Portland
F~r twenty-six years The Carrs have
(Mr. Averill)
summered on Great Diamond, coming
Drugs Sent By Mail
with the Robins in April, and leaving
Tel. 773-8 858
1 - - - - -- - -- -- - - - -- - - - + only when the Summer bloom has faded.
Danny and Kay have three children,
Daniel, Patricia M a v o d o n e s, and
VOSE-SMITH CO., Florists
Thomas. Dan, J r ., is employed by Warner Bros. in Hollywood, California.
646 Congress St., Portland
Patricia is married and the mother of
RALPH and HELEN ALLEN, Prop.
two lovely children, and T om is on the
773-6436
way to the 'West Coast.
Comp liments of

FROST MIMEOGRAPH CO.
266 Middle Street
PORTLAND

M AINE

RICHARD P. WALTZ
PLUMBING and HEATING
COMPANY
All jobs from minor repairs to complete kitchen and bathroom remodeling.
Same labor rates as on Mainland.
FREE ESTIMATES
OUR MEN ARE ON THE ISLAND
NEARLY EVERY DAY!

536 Washington Ave., Portland, Me.
772-280 1

PORTLAND FRUIT COMPANY
John Hussey
185 Commercial Street,
Portland, M,a.

Clams

lobsters

R. D. HAMILTON
& co.
9 Custom House Wharf
Portl and
775-0251
S. Harold Latham, Proprietor

YELLOW CAB
Portland
772-6564

From dawn to dusk Kay and Dan are
island hopping performing much-needed
services for grateful islanders, and many
times there are extras added which the
Carrs donate simply from the kindness
of their hearts. Your correspondent can
remember how often when Danny just
" beat the tide" across the sand-bar after
performing a thoughtful deed gratis for
a Little D iamonder.
Sundays when most people are lolling
in their easy chairs reading the papers
Danny is busy hustling people across the
bar to Mass, taking up the Church collections, delivering the morning milk
and papers, and hurrying back to the
pier to meet the incoming boats. It's a
d ay of r est for most people but not for
Kay and Danny Carr who are the m ainstays of life for reside n ts o f the
D iamonds.
To Kay and Danny, Mayor and Mayoress of Great Diamond, and proud parents, and grandparents, we of Nor' By
East salute you, and may you never miss
the tide.

ANOTHER INTERNATIONAL
EVENT?

A Frosted Diamond!

Fish

The Danny Carrs

BOOK ON BAY ISLANDS
IN OFFING

Famous author Edward R owe Snow
.,___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __ __ _, will resume his canoe visits to Casco Bay
Islands in April as the last leg of an
THEY MADE IT TO KOREA
island research trip for material for a
forthcoming book. He and his wife and
Recently received by Maureen Muldaughter, Dorothy, have already gone
kern of Little Diamond Island was a
440 miles to more than 95 islands. They
series of newspaper articles about Casco
plan to visit some 115 in this unusual
Bay which appeared in a Korean paper
way. He and his group plan to spend
written by the international guests of
quite a bit of time at Cliff Island this
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Hobbs, Little
Diamond. Mr. and Mrs. Chun Suk Bak. . summer.

The continuing friendships and the
rich experience of last summer's international weekend have brough t q uestions about a repeat pr ogram. I nterestingly several fam ilies who en tertai~ed
last summer have said they ·would h ke
to have the same kind of event schedules for a week next summer . T his has
encouraged the editorial board of Nor '
by East to Yote "yes" as to trying to set
up a similar program for nex t summer .
I t would be helpful if those who would
like to take part would fill o u t the form
below and thus indicate their in terest.
Such indication is not a commitment,
but merely a statement of general interest in the program.
I would like to see the I n ternationa l
guests from the U nited Nations Foreign
Correspondents Center again recei\'ed
in Casco Bay Island homes.
Name ... ..................... ... .. .. ... .
Island .
........... ............ .
Please indicate in what way you would
be willing to help: H ost home ...... Committee member ...... Transporta tion .... . .
Return to Box 66, Peaks Island.
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Watch the windows of -

SAINT CHRISTOPHER'S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

PEAKS ISLAND

COMPLETE REAL ESTATE SERVICE
A.M. Peaks Island
A.M. Long Island
and 10:00 A.M. Peaks Island
A.M. little Diamond Island
A .M. Long Island

Reverend John F. Crozier, Pastor
Tel. 766-5285

CASCO
BAY
LINES
Vehicle Ferry Service on the New
"ABENAKI" Now Available To All
Islands At Any Time.
M.V. "ABENAKI" Also Available For
Daytime Charter or Moonlight Dance
Cruises.
Call or Write Today for Details
Custom House Wharf - Portland
207 (Area Code) - 773-8105

WILBUR F. BLAKE INC.
CELEBRATING OUR 50th ANN IVERSARY

Plumbing and Heating
9 Forest Avenue
Portland
775-3185

0 . P. PETERSON CO.
NEW & USED PROPELLERS

-

THE SEASIDE SHOP

HOP f
STOCKER

PEAKS ISLAND
Sunday Masses
WINTER:
9:00
11:00
SUMMER:
8:00
8:30
11:00

WINTER 1964

Reconditioning -

SILVER PLATING HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
60 Union Street - Portland

Tel. 772-5334

Be Trouble-Free
OIL BURNER SERVICE
Furnaces - Stoves - Pot Burners

ANDREW PlERCE
Peaks Island -

766-4448

Lest ye forget -

THE WILLING WORKERS
Pauline Fielding Stephens

Summer and Year 'Round
Island Properties
For Prompt Personal Service

ELIZABETH A . HASSON
Office
772-2300

Nor' by East extends to each island sincere
sympathy in the Jos.~ of some of its year
round and season al residents by death. W e
wish it were possible to list all with
appropriate mentions. Our infrequency ol
publication and lack of complete information makes this impossible. To all who
have lived and loved our island way of
li£e they have left in memory a part o(
themselves in the beauties o( our communities.

Friendly Atmosphere

Open Daily -

Summer
766-2944

DEPENDABLE
ELECTRIC SERVICE
At your command 24 hours a day

CASCO BAY
LIGHT & POWER

Year Round

766-9719

FISHER LODGE
Peaks Island
What's cooking? Just good Yankee
cooking, of course. Come spring,
we'll have it for you again. As
usual - rooms and meals; dinners
and parties by appointment.

COMPANY

Caro and Al Balcom

FOR SALE

PEAKS ISLAND REAL ESTATE

Just what you want on Peaks Island. 6·
room year-round house furnace heat partly furnished water view - very eco·
nomical $6,000. For appointment write:

Furnished 3-bedroom cottage; rock
fireplace; bath - $2800

Advertiser, Box 66, Peaks Island, Maine.

Furnished 3-room cottage; shower;
screened porch; w ater view - $3800

THE COFFEE CUP RESTAURANT
Peaks Island 766-9713
Specializing in Maine Seafoods
Watch for spring opening!
Frank Kiley, Proprietor

Year 'round
enamel sink.
Livingroom,
3 room apt.
Price, $6500

house. Kitchen, white
42 gal. hot water tank.
2 bedrooms, l st floor;
2nd floor. Water view.

PEAKS ISLAND TAXI

Marguerite E. Murphy

Prompt Service

BROKER
Peaks Island, Maine - 766-2066

766-2777

TV - RADIOS - PHONOS
ALSO

TV RENTALS
Peaks Island,
Glenn Haines
766-2082

FEENEY'S MARKET
Seashore Ave., Peaks lsla-nd
Groceries - Meats - Fish
Fruits - Vegetables
LARGER STORE OFFERS WIDER .VARIETY OF

IN MEMORIAM

Prices Fair -

" DO DROP IN"

SEE OR PHONE

Winter
797-2641

Smart Spring Fashions for Easter
For the Whole Family

ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM.

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
Deliveries
766-9701

~

SAVINGS AND LoAN ASSOCIATION

·· Wlu-re Tl,011S11uds Sm,e M illio11s''
!>61 Congress Street -

Portland, Main«'

ISLAND BEAUTY SHOP
Spruce Ave., Peaks Island
Serving you is always my pleasure.
Won't be long now 'til spring.
EVA EVERETT

Kl LOWATT HOURS UP FOR
BAY CONSUMERS
T he Casco Bay Light and Power Company reports that the k.w.h. manufactured for island residents rose by 112,140 hrs. in 1963 over I 962. Total consumption of electric power was 3,033,600
k.w.h.
A surprising fact is that the customer
increase showed 22 additional yearround services over the '62 figure, but
a drop of 18 seasonal subscribers. The
total for '63 in active accounts is 15 I 9
of which 508 are year-round.
Despite the oddity of the past year
the company says, "this does not indicate
a trend to consider the islands are becoming year-round instead of seasonal."

